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words spoken by that notorious reactionary of the time
of Alexander III and Nicholas II, the chief procurator of
the Holy Synod Pobicdonostzer: "Popular education is

undoubtedly harmful,  as it teaches people to think......

It is easier to rule an illiterate nation." If at all education
was felt necessary it was tolerated only as a class
system on old-fashioned lines, designed mainly for the
production of enough doctors, lawyers, teachers, clerical
officials and other specialists for the use of the court and
the Government, the nobility and the wealthy. It was
cultural and individualistic, often romantic and apart
from life. It produced introverts of the Hamlet type.
The same state of affairs that prevailed in Russia during
the pre-revolutionary days can now be witnessed in
India. The idea of educating the masses finds no favour
with the bureaucracy.

"But what Lenin and his colleagues committed
themselves to in 1917 was the complete sweeping away
of this autocratically limited, pedantically inspired, class
system of pedagogic dogmatism, in order to substitute
for it a universal and classless provision of both
'enlightenment' and training for life in all its fullness
and variety, for all ages from infancy to manhood;
disregarding practically all ancient scholastic tradition ;
avowedly based exclusively on the latest science in every
branch, and free from every kind of mysticism: devoted
to the end of fitting everyone for life in the service of
the community ; the whole system to be, in principle,
gratuitous, secular and universally obligatory." The
Soviet authority has, from its very inception, attached
the utmost importance to the matter of public education.
It believed that unless the whole nation is educated, it
cannot succeed in her great task of building up the
classless society of communism whose fundamental